[image: ]
	  

Press release no. 42/2024

Cultivating Business Data to Measure Sustainability

At EIMA International, five universities combine their efforts to provide farmers with usable indicators. The Universities of Bologna, Catania, Padua, Teramo and Turin are involved in the project.
 
Five Italian universities – Bologna, Catania, Padua, Teramo and Turin – have come together to support farmers on the sustainability front. The workshop of the DATA-BUS project was held within the setting of Eima International, specifically to present the intermediate results of the research study and the future prospects for the monitoring of economic, environmental and social sustainability indicators in the agri-food sector. The event offered a valuable opportunity to discuss sustainable innovations and practices with academics, practitioners and industry stakeholders.
 
The DATA-BUS (Digital Agriculture Technology to Achieve data to Build User-friendly Sustainability indicators) project, funded by the MIUR under the PRIN 2020 Program, aims to develop tools and indicators for a more precise and useful assessment of sustainability in agri-food supply chains. Coordinated by Alma Mater Studiorum - University of Bologna, in collaboration with other Italian universities, the project uses an integrated method to monitor and improve the environmental, economic and social impact of agricultural activities.
During the workshop at Eima, the activities carried out were explored in depth through the interventions of researchers (Michele Mattetti - Unibo, Lorenzo Comba - Unito, Luigi Sartori - Unipd, Sabina Failla –Unict, Silvia Coderoni - Unite and Maurizio Canavari - Unibo) and Valerio De Paolis of Confagricoltura, a stakeholder in the project. 
Topics covered include life cycle analysis and environmental assessment tools, the impact of agricultural practices on natural resources and biodiversity, future prospects for a sustainable transition in the agricultural sector, and the development of innovative indicators for agri-food sustainability.
The final discussion yielded valuable feedback for the refinement of the indicators, which will undergo a subsequent evaluation through a national survey.
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